Do you really believe?

I know you will answer – of course I do.  I say it every Sunday in church.  Now, really.  Do you say it with a firm conviction or do you just repeat the words in a monotone?

Let me give you a parallel example.  You memorized the Gettysburg Address.  Do you say it as Lincoln did when he first said it at the battlefield?  You don't?  Why not?  If Lincoln said it the way that you do, would the world remember it?  Lincoln gave this speech with such conviction that the crowd was silent after he finished.  Caught in the meaning and power of his words.

Another parallel example.  You say the pledge of allegiance.  Do you say it with feeling or flatly say the words?  A soldier going into battle would most certainly said it with conviction as he is putting his life on the line.

Now let's go to church.  The sermon is over and we come to the profession of faith with the creed.  Do you really say it with the conviction that, if an unbeliever was next to you, would be assured of your faith?  Listen to those around you.  Are they saying it with that conviction of putting their life on the line?  Why not?  Every day in every way you and they are going into battle – battle against the world.  

Are you saying the creed with only the mind?  Your heart must be in it!  You love the Lord with all your mind, all your heart, and all your strength.  How can you not say it with all the feeling in you?  Do you tell the Lord that you love Him with that same unfeeling?  Do you just say the words?  Would you tell the human person you love with that same feeling?  Would they believe you?

If you have been stirred up, then do likewise when confessing your sins and saying the Lords Prayer.  If you really mean it, say it with the full meaning from your heart.  The Lord wants to hear them with all that you put in to them.  Mindless mantras are not the way to talk to God.  God wants to talk with you.  If you just say memorized prayers, are you really talking with God?  Tell Him thanks, praise, your problems, your needs and, your troubles.  He already knows them, but tell Him anyway.  Maybe you might have your heart open to hear what He is saying to you.
