Tents and Temples

Men have always wanted to build altars and temples to God.  Abraham built altars, Isaac, etc.  David wanted to build a temple, but was by God unworthy so Solomon built it.  Great cathedrals and churches have been erected all over the world.

We have built many Lutheran churches all over this country.  

Is this what God really wants?  The Old testament is filled with the Ark of the Covenant and and the traveling tent.  God had told His people for millenniums that He wanted to be with them – where they are.  At the transfiguration, Peter and others wanted to build an altar there, but Jesus said no.   Jesus has said “where two or three gather, I am there also” and “I am with you all days until the end of the world”

The Lord God wants to live with you – in you and not in some set aside place.  The church is not a building, but a family of brothers and sisters in the living Christ, doing the Father's will day to day.  We are the branches of the vine, the members of the body of Christ that each have special talents and abilities to carry out that mission.

So it it wrong to have a church building?  No, we need a place to gather to be “refreshed at the well of grace”;  to join in doing group efforts that we alone can't do;  and to enjoy learning and fellowship with the entire family.

Tomorrow and the rest of the week, remember that you are the temple – the vessel of the Holy Spirit.  You can now go on in the world, but living in the kingdom of God.

